
THE 

P.A.M.S. PRESS
WINTER EDITION

Peyton 
McDonnell

Eloise 
Woodall

Catherine 
Sakowski

Lauren 
Corrent i

Isabelle 
Butera

Cole Ritchie

Griffin 
Meanix

Noah Kocher

Harrison 
Comber

Luna 
Almoayad

Cory McAdam

Noelle Collet

WRITERS

News- pg. 1-3

Sports- pg. 4

Music and 
Arts-pg.-6

Teacher 
Spotlight-pg. 7

Reviews - pg. 
8

Letter from 
the editor- pg. 
9

By:Eloise Woodall

Penny Wars and the PAMS 
Food Drive have been going 
on for quite a few years. 
This school-wide project is a 
great way for everyone to 
give back during the 
holidays. Anyone can 
participate in the events. In 
December, grades brought 
in their change to put in jars 
in the cafeteria. Pennies 
count as points toward your 
grade, but silver coins and 
dollars sabotage other 
grades by subtracting 
points. In addition to that, 
first periods collected 
non-perishable food items 
and turkeys. The money and 
food donations were given 

to families in the school 
district. On December 23rd, 
students carried food down 
to the cafeteria in a 
procession. Then parent and 
student volunteers drove 
the food to recipients? 
houses. 
  This year the 6 graders were 
able to capture the tit le of 
winning the most points. They 
were able to collect the most 
cans of food and have a 
positive side in the account. In 
total, the whole school raised 
$4,000 in coins and 4,000 food 
items. An assembly was held to 
celebrate the hard work of the 
PAMS community.

(Continued on pg. 3)
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     By: Griffin Meanix

The Firebird Festival is an annual 
Phoenixville tradition. The Phoenixville 
namesake, the phoenix (or firebird), is known 
for burning itself to death each year  and 
rising from the ashes. After the closure of the 
steel mill, Phoenixville was not much more 
than a ghost town. This mythical creature 
symbolizes the recent revitalization of 
Phoenixville from a struggling town to a 
thriving community.  

The event has gone on for 13 years now, 
and over 7,000 people attend every year.  The 
2016 Firebird Festival was a great success. 
Many people would argue that this year has 
been the best one yet. Before the main event, 
attendees can browse booths set up by local 
Phoenixville businesses. With music and food, 
visitors are sure to be entertained even 
before the event starts. Despite last year?s 
vandalism, this year?s festival went smoothly. 
This year, the bird stood at a whopping 24 
feet. The wooden structure was built by 
volunteers of the community. Then the 
firebird was burnt down in a fabulous display 
of flames. Residents of Phoenixville and 
visitors raved about this year 's Firebird 
Festival. The festival is a great community 
event that is entertaining to attend. I strongly 
recommend attending the 2017 Phoenixville 
Firebird Festival.   

SCHOOL/ LOCAL NEWS
Firebird Fest ival
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    By: Cory McAdam

This holiday season has come to a close. 
December is a time of spreading love, joy 
and kindness. For most PAMS students, the 
holidays are mainly a time for receiving and 
giving gifts (but mostly receiving). To some 
kids, the holidays may be just a time to rip 
open presents, but it is important to 
remember to help those in need . PAMS (as 
always) worked tirelessly to help every 
family in the Phoenixville Community have a 
wonderful and happy holiday. 

One of the ways our school 
contributed, along with the Penny Wars and 
the Can Drive, was the PAMS Giving tree. 
Located outside the guidance office, the 
giving tree could be seen decorated with red 
tags instead of ornaments. The tags 
specified types of gift cards that PAMS was 
collecting so that families could purchase 
presents. Then, PAMS students and families 
wanting to make a donation, chose a tag or 
two and purchased the gift cards. Once the 
school collected all of the gift cards, they 
distributed them to the families in need. The 
goal was to help 40 families, and this goal 
was met. A big thanks to everyone in the 
PAMS community for donating to help make 
this holiday a litt le bit brighter for those in 
need. 

The Giving Tree



  By:Catherine Sakowski

There is a new club brewing at 
Phoenixville Area Middle School. The 
new Cooking Club is an interest to many 
students who are curious about culinary 
arts. The club is full this year, but next 
year there will be opportunities to join. 
The Cooking Club meets twice a month 
in room 106. At the first meeting of the 
month, they decide on a recipe everyone 
will enjoy and they start planning the 
steps to make the recipe. At the second 
meeting, they start cooking and eating 
their delicious creation. The Cooking 
Club is run by Mrs.Wallace, one of the 
Family and Consumer Science teachers 
at our school. The Cooking Club helps 
students learn new cooking skills. I 
interviewed Ana Arranz, a member of 
Cooking Club. ?I joined Cooking Club 
because I love baking and cooking. I also 
really like to make and try new foods,? 
Ana told me. Ana heard about Cooking 
Club on the announcements and 
thought, ?Wow! A club where we can 
bake and learn new recipes! Count me 
in.? I asked Ana what her favorite part of 
Cooking Club is and she said, ?I like 
learning new recipes. It 's very fun to 
learn new [cooking] techniques also.? 
For any PAMS students interested in 
cooking, the Cooking Club will be perfect 
for you!    

SCHOOL NEWS
Spot light  on: The Cooking Club
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(Continued)

The famous supporters of the program include Mr. 
Maggs and Mr. Short. Both have done an equal amount 
of hard work and dedication to make all of this possible. 
Mr. Maggs explains why he is so involved in the cause. ?I 
taught and coached kids and you never know who could 
be living in poverty. It?s always nice to give back to the 
community. Kids you know well in school you may not 
know that well at home. They may go back [to their 
homes] and not be a fortunate as you or I.? He is right 
and believes that we should be giving back to the 
community and strive to make everyone have a good 
time. Mr. Short, who runs the program, worked really 
hard to make sure that everything went smoothly and the 
school was updated with the results. 

Although it may seem like a game or competition, 
most students don?t realize that they might be helping a 
fellow classmate. Students are fueled by both the 
incentive of a movie and the thought that they are 
helping people in need. Remember to continue helping 
out the community in fundraisers like Penny Wars and 
the PAMS Food Drive!

The group of hardworking student volunteers. (Credit, PAMS 
webpage)

Penny Wars/Food Can Drive 



PAMS SPORTS

By: Ingrid Zeiner

While most kids are still asleep in the 
morning, there is a group of almost 50 
students who are training for Spartan Races. 
Students wake up before the sun to run, 
scale walls, carry each other, climb a rock wall 
and become Spartan Strong. The Spartan 
club, started 4 years ago by Mrs. Kruger, 
meets two days a week at 6:15am in the 
PAMS gym. According to Mrs. Kruger, the club 
was formed after she told students about her 
own experiences running Spartan Races and 
they wanted to do it too. A life-long runner, 
her husband signed her up for her first 
Spartan race and she was hooked. The 
Spartan motto is ?You?ll know at the finish 
line,? and it was true. Since then she has 
competed in several races and has even 
come in first place. How does one train for a 
Spartan race? High intensity interval 
workouts that include endurance and 
strength components are the best way to 
prepare your body. According to 6th grader 
Alex Lowry, her favorite part of Spartan club 
is the farmer?s carry which is when you carry 
another student on your back. She loves the 
thought of getting stronger in such a fun way. 
Alex joined the club to help develop strength, 
and she plans to continue participating 
throughout middle school. Does this sound 
appealing to you? You can still join in May! 
Ask Mrs. Kruger for more information. 
Become a true Spartan and join the Spartan 
club. 

By: Cole Ritchie

On November 17, T.A.T.U. (Teens Against Tobacco 
Use) club held the Great-American Smokeout 
Dodgeball Tournament. 17 teams entered the 
tournament and battled all afternoon. The goal of 
the tournament was to raise awareness for 
anti-tobaccos use for teenagers while allowing 
students to have a fun time playing dodgeball. Every 
team gave their best effort, but only one team could 
win. 
The final four teams were M.F.L., Team Umizoomi, 
R.I.P. Harambe, and the Penn Islanders. Team 
Umizoomi played R.I.P. Harambe in the 
championship. It was a well-played game, but Team 
Umizoomi came out on top. No one expected these 
two teams to make it to the championship, especially 
R.I.P. Harambe, whose whole team was just 6th 
graders.In the end, all teams had a great time 
competing against each other and fighting tobaccos 
use. We hope to see you compete in the March 
Madness basketball tournament! 

Who Are We? We are Spar t ans! Dodgeball t ournam ent  a 
success!!!
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Teams competing at the tournament. (Credit, PAMS 
webpage)



MUSIC AND ARTS 

By: Luna Almoayad

The chorus concert performance on Thursday, December 15th  was a major success. After 
practicing their songs since August with focus and determination, they performed a flawless 
concert to a full auditorium. The concert started with 6th graders singing Candlelight Canon 
featuring  Grace Bland, Alex Seaman, Emma Martz and Michael Gardener. The next song,  Kuwa Na 
Krismasi Njema featured soloists Norman Inferrera, Chaela Hodgens, Sydney Nixon and Tarun 
Emani. They finished the opening act with Light a Little Candle and the crowd favorite Jingle Bells 
Rock. Following sixth grade, was the smaller groups Women's chorus and vocal ensemble. 
Women?s chorus sang a lively choreographed version of Here Comes Santa Claus featuring Lariah 
Hill and Kasey Abell. Vocal Ensemble performed Deck The Halls, A La Media Noche, Candle in The 
Night which were all a cappella.The 7th and 8th graders finished the concert with Heaven 
Everywhere (featuring soloists Ben Pratte and Isabelle Butera), Bidi Bom, and Holiday Road. At the 
end of the concert, there was the annual  holiday sing along where together, the students and the 
audience sang small parts of the well known holiday classics like Jingle Bells, Feliz Navidad, We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas and many more. In between the different groups, Bucket Band 2.0 
performed with PAMS?s very own Mr. Kramer, Mr. Young and the eighth graders Dylan Eliasson and 
Isiah Walter. 

Both Ms. Darby and Mrs.Trafford worked very hard to reach this point of the school year and the 
choirs were able show off their hard work and talent to their friends and family. Now the groups 
will change their focus to songs for the spring concert. Vocal Ensemble and 7th and 8th grade 
chorus will also prepare for their competition at Hersheypark in the spring. For those who missed 
the winter concert, or are fans of pop songs or music in general, come see the amazing choruses 
at the spring concert. Congratulations to all the performers! 

The Winter Chorus Concert
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The 7th and 8th grade chorus(Credit, PAMS webpage)



MUSIC AND ARTS 

By: Isabelle Butera

This year?s Spring Spectacular as many of you know is the musical Shrek Jr. Some students may 
be wondering how the classic Dreamwork?s comedy about an infamous green ogre could make a 
decent musical. With music by Jeanine Tesoro and book by David Lindsay Abarie, the show closely 
mirrors the plot of the movie with added songs. The musical numbers include "Big Bright Beautiful 
World,? "Story of My Life,? "I Know It 's Today,? "Travel Song,? ?Forever,? ?This is How a Dream Comes 
True,? and "Freak Flag.? The show features over thirty five leads, including the iconic Shrek, Donkey, 
Fiona, Lord Farquaad, Gingy and a host of other fairytale characters.

 Auditions were held on December sixth and seventh. After watching over a hundred auditions, 
the difficult decision was made to cast the perfect show. Eighth graders Ben Pratte, Kasey Abell and 
Julien Champagne-Lee are playing the iconic leads of Shrek, Fiona and Donkey respectively. Seventh 
grader William Stotler plays the comedic Lord Farquaad while eighth grader Lariah Hill plays the 
Dragon. The show features over two dozen other characters such as your favorite fairytale creatures 
like the three bears, Pinocchio, the gingerbread man, the three pigs, the big bad wolf, and more! 
Ensemble and leads alike, this show is made up of some great talent.

Rehearsals have already started for different dances, songs and scenes. The cast and crew lead 
by the one and only Ms. Darby is working tirelessly to bring you an amazing Spring Spectacular. The 
final shows will take place on March 9,10, and 11 starting at 7:00. All PAMS students should mark the 
calendars and be sure to see your favorite green ogre take the stage!

Full Cast list in link below:

http://pams.pasd.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_435476/File/Teachers/Darby/Shrek%20The%20Musical%20Cast%20List.pdf 
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And the Musical is... Shrek



REVIEWS

By: Noah Kocher

The Movie Fantastic Beasts and Where To Find 
Them is a fantastic invitation back to the 
wizarding world of Harry Potter. The globally 
popular book (and movie) series has been 
revived in this newest addition to the franchise. 
Set seventy years before the time of the 
original Harry Potter books, the movie takes 
place in the American Wizarding Society of the 
1920?s!  Unsurprisingly, the pure thrill of a new 
Harry Potter series kept my eyes glued to the 
screen.

 The protagonist of this plot  is Newt 
Scamander, a traveling magical beast collector. 
Most people that I have talked to think this 
character is better than Harry Potter. 
Personally, I agree. Die-hard fans of the books 
might still prefer Harry, but Newt is charismatic 
enough to rival him. 

 Unlike the other Harry Potter movies, this new 
film is based on the plot of a J.K Rowling book. 
However, In the original Harry Potter stories, 
Harry owns the textbook called Fantastic 
Beasts and Where To Find Them. J.K. Rowling 
created this book after finishing the series for 
the Comic Relief Charity. During the new movie, 
the main character is writing this very text 
book.  

On a different note, the acting in this film was 
enthralling. One impressive actor in this film 
was Eddie Redmayne, who played the lead, 
Newt Scamander. He previously starred 
Stephen Hawking in The Theory of Everything. 
Redmayne perfectly portrayed the comedically 
awkward and lovably heroic Newt Scamander.  
Other main actors include Katherine Waterson 
as Tina, Colin Farrell as Graves, Erza Miller as 
Credence, Fine Frenzy as Queenie, Dan Fogler 
as Jacob, and a surprise appearance by Johnny 
Depp.

 I think that the theme of this movie was that 
forcing someone to repress who they truly are 
will just go badly for everyone. In the movie 
one of the characters is forced to hide 
something about himself and then becomes 
evil. If something resembling this happened in 
real life, it could be avoided by allowing the 
character to be themself.

 This movie is definitely worth the watch. It did 
not disappoint Harry Potter fans and is equally 
exciting to those who are unfamiliar with the 
series. I recommend watching this magical 
addition to the Wizarding World. 
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Fant ast ic Beast s and Where t o Find Them : A Review



TEACHER SPOTLIGHTS
By: Lauren Correnti

Mr. Fox is well known as one of the coolest teachers around the school. Although he teaches 8th 
grade Springboard writing, the class learns more than just a writing curriculum. I interviewed Mr. Fox to 
get more information about this beloved teacher at our school. Mr. Fox didn?t always want to be a 
teacher. He told me that he has dreamed of being many things, such as a newspaper reporter, an NFL 
player, or a Rock-and-Roll star. In fact, before he became a teacher he owned a bike shop. 

Of course, Mr. Fox loves his job. When he was in school, his favorite class was English class 
because he could write. In his teaching methods, Mr. Fox believes that the best way to motivate kids is 
to mix things up. In addition to the Springboard curriculum, he shows videos related to the topics and 
asks students for their opinions. He said, ?The hardest thing about teaching middle schoolers is when a 
kid doesn?t want to be in school and doesn?t have any interest in learning anything.? When I asked 
Mr.Fox what he wished that his students knew about him that they didn?t, he said that he wished they 
knew how much work teachers have to do outside of school. It may seem like they get to go home early 
and relax, but grading and scheduling are a lot of work.Mr. Fox goes out of his way to 
help students think outside the box. He inspires students to find creative ways to 
demonstrate their learning. He often tells us that he doesn?t just teach English, but 
he also teaches life lessons. Whether they are in the form of one of his famous raps 
or a thoughtful discussion, students are sure to be inspired by Mr. Fox?s class. 

By:  Noelle Collet

Mrs. Hrynko, previously a 3rd and 5th grade teacher from Schuylkill Elementary, joined 
the 6th grade team this year. Students may know her as ?just a literacy teacher,? but you?ll soon learn that 
there's no such thing.

 Mrs. Hrynko wasn't always a literacy teacher. In fact, when she was in middle and high school, she really 
didn't like reading class at all.?I never got to choose the books that I could read. I was always told what 
books to read, and I never liked the books that I was told to read,? she explained. Her favorite classes were 
actually math, science, and biology. She even has a bachelor 's degree in biology and molecular biology and 
a master 's degree in chemistry, in addition to her masters degree in education.  She was a research 
scientist for ten years before becoming a teacher. ?I realized that I could make more of a difference and 
enjoy it a litt le bit more if I was a teacher,? she told me. 

Before being a 6th grade teacher, she was a 3rd and 5th grade teacher. I asked her which grade she liked 
teaching the best, and she responded,?I love them the same. I'm teaching; I'm just doing what I love.?Mrs. 
Hrynko is more than just the average  teacher. Her classes are entertaining and engaging due to her efforts 
to interact with students both one-on-one and have class discussions. She is open minded and a fair 
teacher. Her students appreciate her understanding that they will not love every story they read. Because 
of her dedication and teaching approach, she is loved by her students. 

Mr. Fox

Mrs. Hrynko
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Hello Phoenixville Area Middle School,

Thank you for reading this edition of the PAMS press. What a December! With 
food drives and festivities, concerts and performances, PAMS certainly felt 
the holiday spirit. We hope everyone had a wonderful winter break and we 
look forward to what this new year will bring. 

The PAMS Newspaper Club is still looking for new writers. If you enjoy writing, 
reporting,  taking pictures or editing, we would love to have you. We are 
especially looking for 7th an 8th graders.  If interested, please contact Miss 
Plaxe in room 215, or myself, Isabelle Butera. 

Thanks for reading this edition of The PAMS Press! Congrats to all reporters 
for a great Winter edition. Be sure to listen to the announcements for the 
next publication.

Isabelle Butera

   A Let ter from the Editor
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